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CONFIDENTIAL SAN JOSE 3245 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR PGOV CS 

SUBJ: VESCO AIRCRAFT CONFISCATION IN SAN ANTONIO 
WIDELY PLAYED IN SAN JOSE PAPERS 

1. AN AP STORY OUT OF SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, DATED 

AUGUST 22, DESCRIBED THE CONFISCATION BY U.S. CUSTOMS 

OF "AN AIRCRAFT RELATED TO ROBERT VESCO '. PLANE REPORTEDLY 

TAKEN INTO CUSTODY BECAUSE IT WAS ABOUT TO ILLEGALLY 

TRANSPORT MUNITIONS TO A FOREIGN COUNTRY. THE AIRCRAFT 

WAS IDENTIFIED AS BEING OWNED BY THOMAS PATRICK 

RICHARDSON, AN ASSOCIATE OF VESCO, AND HAD BEEN IN 

SAN ANTONIO FOR ROUTINE REPAIRS. THE SAME DISPATCH 

SAID THAT VESCO IN A LETTER TO THE COSTA RICAN 

MINISTER OF PUBLIC SECURITY PREVIOUSLY CHARACTERIZED THE 

CHARGES AS "ABSURD AND RIDUCULOUS." 

THE EMBASSY INDEPENDENTLY LEARNED OF THIS CONFISCATION OF A 
VESCO-RELATED AIRCRAFT ON AUGUST 22 FROM A RELIABLE 
SOURCE WHO SAID THAT THE AIRPLANE WAS TO HAVE BEEN 
DELIVERED TO A VESCO PILOT IN MEXICO CITY, WHO 
WAS TO HAVE BROUGHT IT TO SAN JOSE. THIS SOURCE 
DESCRIBED THE AIRCRAFT AS THE LAST REMAINING OF 
WHAT HAD BEEN VESCO'S AIRPLANE FLEET. HE ALSO 
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SAID THAT VESCO IS CURRENTLY IN THE PROCESS OF 
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PURCHASING A NEW LEAR JET IN THE U.S., WHICH WILL 
SOON BE BROUGHT INTO COSTA RICA UNDER A PHONY 
NAME AND REGISTERED AS PART OF THE EQUIPMENT USED 
BY TAXI AEROES, A SMALL COSTA RICAN AIRLINE OWNED 
BY PAT HATCH. THE SOURCE DESCRIBED HATCH AS 
HAVING A REPUTATION AS A SMUGGLER AND WITH POSSIBLE 
NARCOTICS CONNECTIONS. 

3. WOULD APPRECIATE FULL DETAILS OF THIS ACTION BY 
U.S. CUSTOMS. 

LANE 
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